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ABB modular press control retrofit for 
Wifag press in the Black Forest, 
Germany 
 

Baden, Switzerland, March 10, 2017 – ABB, one of the leading suppliers of automation solutions for 

the newspaper industry, has announced a further order for its modular retrofit solutions for Wifag 

presses. Druckzentrum Südwest GmbH, located in Villingen-Schwenningen in the Black Forest region 

of Southwestern Germany, prints newspapers like the well-known Schwarzwälder Bote and has 

selected ABB to replace the obsolete controls and drives on its Wifag OF370 press. 

The scope of this new order includes new drives for two printing units, each with 12 printing couples, 

and one folder. The existing drives will be replaced with new ABB ACSM1 drives. These high 

performance machinery drives provide speed, torque and motion control for demanding applications. 

They can control induction, synchronous and asynchronous servo and high torque motors with 

various feedback devices. The new drives will be built into the existing cabinets. 

A second part of the order covers the replacement of obsolete Wifag WPOS controllers on the same 

printing units and folder with ABB’s APOS system based on the industry-standard AC500 PLC. 

In addition the control systems and drives on four reelstands are to be replaced with solutions based 

on the AC500 PLC and the ACSM1 drives respectively. 

The order represents the second step in the upgrading of the press at Druckzentrum Südwest. 

Thomas Troendle, ABB Printing’s head of sales for Germany, emphasizes that the ABB solutions to 

be delivered to Druckzentrum Südwest have been successfully implemented on over a dozen Wifag 

presses worldwide. “The ABB solutions represent a tried and tested replacement for the obsolete 

systems on Wifag presses of this generation”. 

The commissioning of the systems will be completed in the course of this year. 

 

ABB is a leading automation supplier to the newspaper industry. ABB Printing 

(www.abb.com/printing) delivers solutions that provide unique and totally integrated end-to-end 

control, protect existing investments and provide management information essential to improving 

profitability.  

ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader in electrification products, robotics and 

motion, industrial automation and power grids, serving customers in utilities, industry and transport & 

infrastructure globally. Continuing more than a 125-year history of innovation, ABB today is writing the 

future of industrial digitalization and driving the Energy and Fourth Industrial Revolutions. ABB 

operates in more than 100 countries with about 132,000 employees.  www.abb.com 
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Druckzentrum Südwest in Villingen-Schwenningen, Germany 

 

 

 

Reelstand at Druckzentrum Südwest in Villingen-Schwenningen, Germany 

 

 

 
For more information please contact: 
ABB Switzerland Ltd. 
Steve Kirk, Head of Marketing, Printing, 
CH-5405 Baden-Dättwil 
Tel: +41 58 586 86 33 
stephen.kirk@ch.abb.com 


