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Inkjet in newspaper printing
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Inkjet newspaper applications

Personalised products: pass code, personal content 

Customised advertising: nearest shop, updated prices, 
special offers 

Short run remote printing and distribution 

Highly segmented fine-zoning 

First European inkjet printed weekly since 2013 

First European inkjet printed daily in 2015 

… 2016
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Web inkjet printing

Every Drupa show is another “Inkjet Drupa” 

Industrial web inkjet develops rapidly 

• Speed 

• Web width 

• Printing quality 

Industrial production inkjet presses

3Image Source: loveitsomuch.com/?refer=fs
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Canon Océ, JetStream Wide 5500

4Image Source: canon.com/online/portal/csa/csa/products/productionprinters
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Fujifilm, Jet Press 540W

5Image Source: http://print21.com.au/fujifilm-launches-jet-press-w-at-pacprint13/57689
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Hewlett Packard, T400

6Image Source: sigmadzn.com/hp-sigmadesign-collaboration/
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KBA, RotaJET 76

7Image Source: http://innovationdays.hunkeler.ch/review13_highlights_kba.html
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Kodak, Prosper 6000P

8Image Source: kodak.com/ek/US/en/corp/image_downloads/default.htm
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Screen, Truepress Jet520

9Image Source: grafixwire.info/?p=1952
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TKS JetLeader 1500

10Image Source: myprintresource.com/product/10331857/tks-usa-tks-jetleader-1500-digital-inkjet-press
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Parameters Web Widths 
(mm)

Web Speed  
(m/min)

Low Values 
Inkjet 518 127

Top Values 
Inkjet 1,067 300

Coldset Offset 2,100 900
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Hunkeler, combined solution: 
Broadsheet and Tabloid

12Image Source: hunkeler.ch/de/newspaper_3d_solutions-pkat-3259-skin-hunkeler.html
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Manroland Web Systems, Foldline

13Image Source: manroland-web.com/DE/newsroom/pressreleases/Seiten/007-2014.aspx
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Coldset offset and web inkjet

Criteria Coldset offset Web inkjet

Start-up waste

😩😀
Job change

Format variability

Personalisation

Circulation flexibility, circ. of 1

Stability during print run

Operation efforts



Coldset offset and web inkjet
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Criteria Coldset offset Web inkjet

Colour print quality

😀😩
Speed (copies/hour)

Cost per copy

Lower cost/copy  
with higher circulation

Newsprint paper types

Degree of automation

Standardisation



2015 WAN-IFRA |  

Coldset offset exactly meets 
newspaper requirements

• Good colour printing quality 

• High speed, copies/hour 

• Low cost per copy 

• Lower cost/copy with higher circulation 

• Material requirements, different types of newsprint 

• High degree of automation 

• High degree of process standardisation

16Image Source: http://diepresse.com/home/meinung/quergeschrieben/sibyllehamann/1573607
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Digital newspaper printing 
developed in niche markets

Remote distribution areas 

Dutch newspapers on Spanish islands   
English newspapers in Malta 
International press in Dubai  
International press in resorts and hotels

17Image Source: languageteam.it/stage-linguistici/malta-inglese-st-julians.aspx
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Short run printing of newspapers

Regional newspapers in the capitol city 
Newspapers for island populations  
Newspapers of universities, associations, companies  
Newspapers for ethnic groups

18International press: eisenbacher.net/cms/eisenbacher/standard.html?channel=CH0243
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Often distributors organise 
digital printing

Example: Newsprint Europe (Rome, Milan, Berlin), 
daughter company of IPS group (press distribution) 

Example: Miller Distributors Limited, Malta, over 2,500 
newspapers & magazines, down to a circulation of 1

20
Image Source: ardmediathek.de/tv/Kontraste/Zeitungsausträger-unter-Druck-Mindestl/Das-Erste/Video?
documentId=21709372&bcastId=431796
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Inkjet as add-on business

Printing foreign newspapers  

Printing periodicals on newsprint, SC and LWC 

Niche products: editorial & advertising 

Combined products: offset & digital, posters 
– Dario De Cian, Centro Stampa Quotidiani, Erbusco, Italy

Image Source: metaprintart.info/tecnologie-della-stampa-e-del-packaging/8469-quotidiani-stampa-digitale-full-color-alla-csq/ 21
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Inkjet as complement to offset  
at Newsweb in Chicago
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Source: Rodd Winscott, 2013-03-19, Presentation at WAN-IFRA Printing Summit 2013
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Inkjet for personalised printing
Coldset + Inkjet = Hybrid Printing

24Image Source: manroland-web.com/EN/newsroom/pressreleases/Pages/048-2012.aspx
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BILD+ 
Individual “Passcode”  
for digital add-on services
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SUN+  
links printed and digital content
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Hybrid printing of newspapers

Axel Springer      33 inkjet imprint units (BILD)  
News International  22 inkjet imprint units (SUN)

27Image Source: Photo M. Werfel at Axel Springer Ahrensburg, 28 January 2015



2015 WAN-IFRA |  

Hybrid production

28

Games 

Bingo 

Lotteries  
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Lottery numbers

29Source: Thomas Drensek, Axel Springer Printing, WAN-IFRA Italia, Turin 19 + 20 June 2012

Inkjet imprinting at full offset speed of 15m/sec

A420962 
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Personalised contests

30Source: Thomas Drensek, Axel Springer Printing, WAN-IFRA Italia, Turin 19 + 20 June 2012

Inkjet imprint, monochrome

6015494163 

297 424 428 528 775 789 

187 195 216 269 324 370 
406 496 545 828 894 950 

239 277 282 388 451 476 
521 531 583 664 717 768 
839 853 874 899 935 974 

422 635 649 
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Individualised mass medium

Target group advertising  
  Variable bar codes  
  Personalised QR codes  
  Customer specific URLs or graphics  

Content updates without press stops

31
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Digital imprint units for  
targeted advertising
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Christmas raffle in BILD+
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Christmas raffle

Raffle as part of the newspaper 

Inkjet printed individual pattern 
of symbols  

Standard stencil of cardboard 
delivered as a supplement 

Readers with two matching 
symbols win a prize

34Source: M. Zink, Axel Springer, Berlin, WAN-IFRA QUIZ Forum, Rüsselsheim 2/3 Dec 2013
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Customer specific advertising

Individual advertising 
code/content 

New ways of customer 
communication for ad 
customers 

linking print and digital 

Result of advertising 
immediately measurable

35

ZMA49826019

Quelle: M. Zink, Axel Springer, Berlin, WAN-IFRA QUIZ Forum, Rüsselsheim 2/3 December 2013



Print international and national content on offset press 

Print local and hyper-local content on web inkjet press 

Adjust time schedules of editorial and production 

Combine different parts of newspaper in the mailroom 

Create new and innovative newspaper products 
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Hybrid – the best of two worlds

36



Sections are printed separately …

Local Content C
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Coldset 
Offset

Web InkjetLocal Content B
Local Content A

General Content



… and combined in the mailroom

Local Content C
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Coldset 
Offset

Web Inkjet

Local Content B
Local Content A
General Content
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How big is the potential market?
Germany: 340 dailies with circulation up to 20,000 

Most of them are local editions of regional newspapers 

German Association of Local Newspapers: 80 members

39Image Source: tagesspiegel.de/medien/umfrage-zur-glaubwuerdigkeit-der-medien-regionalzeitungen-vorn-bild-hinten/12008294.html
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Newspaper printing according 
distribution requirements

Belgium catholic weekly “Kerk & Leven” (Church & Life) 

The first European weekly, printed entirely in inkjet 

Since 2013 / 294,000 total circ. / 481 local editions (!) 

Two Sections:  
National & regional, ≈20 pages (circ. up to 75,000)  
Local, 4 pages (small circ., sometimes just 5 copies)

40Image Source: horizont.net/medien/nachrichten/Mindestlohn-Zeitungszustellung-gegen-Zeit-und-Zoll-132443
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Workflow

Publisher’s database provides subscriber data  
to the Belgium Post 

Post sorts and returns subscriber data in the sequence 
of optimal delivery tours to the publisher 

Publisher’s database combines the newspaper sections 
(two parts) 

Workflow software controls print run according the 
requirements of optimised distribution 

Océ inkjet press, Hunkeler processing line

41Image Source: alexanderverweyen.com/en/home.html



2015 WAN-IFRA |  42Source: Stefan Vanysacker, www.halewijn.info, 27 September 2013



2015 WAN-IFRA |  43Source: Stefan Vanysacker, www.halewijn.info, 27 September 2013



2015 WAN-IFRA |  44Source: Stefan Vanysacker, www.halewijn.info, 27 September 2013



2015 WAN-IFRA |  

Newspaper printing as one 
application among others

Swiss daily “Walliser Bote” (Visp, Wallis) 

The first digitally printed European daily 

Since June 2015 

Circulation 22,000 

Broadsheet 320 x 470 mm 

HP inkjet press, Manroland processing  
Müller Martini mailroom

45Image Source: wsl.ch/medien/news/mountland_2013/index_IT



The variable costs in web inkjet are still higher than for an 
offset process, as they have always been.  

You should distinguish between volume-
oriented printing on the one hand and 
personalisation on the other.
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For us, it was important to acquire a future-oriented means of 
production to be able to realise the envisaged possibilities …  
And our calculations show that it pays off if you consider the 
whole intended production of the new system, rather than 
spotlighting just newspaper production in isolation. 

– Martin Seematter, Manager Mengis Druck

’’
’’Image Source: http://672.2771.m.edge-cdn.net/vsc_2771_672_1_vid_732813/Werbefilm-Mengis-Druck-und-Verlag-AG.html
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Beat Lauber, Strategy and 
Communication; VR Delegate, 
Mengis Druck, Walliser Bote, 
Switzerland 

World Printers Forum Conference 
Wednesday, 7 Oct 2015 
Hamburg, Germany
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Digital newspaper print plant  
in Jersey to start early 2016

Joint venture of Kodak and publisher Guiton Group  
Jack Knadjian to become MD of KP Services (Jersey) 

17,000 circ. “Jersey Evening Post” + 11 UK nationals  
35,000 copies per day, 24 new jobs 

Old Harris press to be replaced by 
   Two Kodak Prosper 6000P inkjet presses  
   Four Hunkeler processing lines 

Jersey Evening Post will go full colour after 125 years

48Image Source: http://completesportssolutions.co.uk/sports/tours/jersey-channel-islands
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Will inkjet replace coldset?

In traditional newspaper production inkjet covers  
niche applications successfully 

   Remote distribution (holiday resorts, hotels)  
   Small circulation newspaper products  
   Printing by distributors  
   Inkjet for add-on business generation  
   Inkjet as a complementary business

49Image Source: kopierladen-marburg.de/?attachment_id=101
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When the newspaper changes 
inkjet unveils its performance

Personalisation 
   Hybrid: combination of coldset and inkjet 

Detailed target groups  
   Many editions, print according distribution needs 

Newspaper production as one of many applications  
   Variety more important than shortest production 

… since the newspaper is changing, inkjet has arrived  
in newspaper production    

50Image Source: superbwallpapers.com/ink/
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Thank you!


