
 

 

Malayala Manorama

Children as Journalists 
Name of the Project: Children as Journalists

Categories of Entry: News in Education

Sponsoring News paper:Malayala Manorama

Complete Address: Malayala Manorama Company Ltd.,

Manorama Buildings, KK Road, 686001 Kottayam, Kerala, India.

Project manager: MathewsVarghese, Associate Editor,

Phone: 09846061302, Email:mathewsvarghese@manorama.com    

Circulation and frequency of the News paper: 2.32 million copies, Daily.

Description of the project: Kids from schools were selected to report, edit 

and bring out Manorama's special pages on the National Childrens Day, 

November 14,2013. 

Target of Project: Ages 10 to 18.
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What we did and why

Engaging the Youth

Throughout its journey of 125 years, Malayala 
Manorama has always been the newspaper of 
and for the youth. We have placed the youth at 
the heart of our activities through various 
projects, pages and columns. 

Why: Because we think engaging the youth 
and taking along them with the daily is 
important in the life of a Newspaper. 

Manorama Logo
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 Children's day out at Manorama 

In 2013 we came up with an experiment of 
engaging youngsters in the process of 
newspaper making. School students in the age 
group of 10 - 18 were selected from schools 
across Kerala and were invited to Manorama's 
various units to take part in the process of 
making the newspaper. Special pages made by 
the Kids were part of  Manorama daily on 14th 
November 2013, the National Children's Day.



 

 

Malayala Manorama
Children as Journalists

Step 01 - Selection

Early in November 2013, we approached 50 
schools in Kerala to nominate two students each 
for the project. Editors from Manorama 
interviewed the students nominated by school 
authorities to evaluate   their aptitude   for 
journalism, understanding of current events and 
commitment to address social concerns. 100 
students in the age group of 10 to 18 were 
selected through the process.  
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Step 02 - Training  

Selected students were brought to various 
units of Manorama for hands on training in 
Journalism. Senior Editors and Journalists 
addressed the kids and they were given 
assignments in editing and reporting. This 
session helped us to understand the talents 
and tastes of the kids. Based on this,   teams 
of   reporters, editors and designers were 
formed. 
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Step 03 - Editorial Planning  

The team of student editors had 
their editorial conference and 
prepared a news plan. Student 
reporters were given assignments.  

Step 04 - On field  

The reporting team went on field for 
stories. They visited places, 
interviewed people of importance 
including Ministers, Civil servants, 
Police officials, Film stars etc. and 
took photographs too.

Student reporters on field

Kid photographer
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Student reporters 
interviewing Minister 
Mr. Radhakrishnan

Student reporters 
with film star Kavya



 

 

Step 05 – Editing

The stories and pictures by the 
reporting team came to the  
student editors. They went 
through the items and fine tuned 
it with the help of senior editors at 
the Manorama desk. The team 
decided on the display and layout 
of the stories and pictures. Kid 
designers prepared illustrations.   Student editors at work in 

Manorama office

Malayala Manorama
Children as Journalists
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Step 06 - Designing and page 
making

Here the student editors went into 
actual page making. Guided by 
Manorama Editors, kids coordinated 
with artists and created special 
pages at Manorama desks. Five 
special kids pages were prepared at 
five different units of Manorama. 
These were published  along with 
the main issue of Manaorama Daily 
on 14th November 2013, the 
National Children's Day of India. 

Pagemaking by students 

Illustration by a student
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Some of the pages brought out by 
student Journalists
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Financing and partners

The project was entirely financed by 
Malayala Manorama. Selected Schools 
across the state  partnered with us to 
find out the best students for the 
mission. 

How we promoted it

The project was promoted across 
Malayala Manorama's multiple 
platforms such as the Daily Newspaper 
and Online. We announced the project 
in the Daily inviting schools to 
nominate students for it. We gave 
coverage to students on and off field 
activities during the whole exercise. 
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Evaluation & Results: 

How it went 

The project was a huge 
success in terms of result and 
goodwill. Kids having hands 
on experience in newspaper 
works at this scale was first of 
its kind in the state. Readers 
of Manorama were excited to 
read the pages prepared by 
kids. 

News in Manorama Daily 
about children as 
journalists
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The project had initiated a new 
relationship with Manorama and 
Schools in the state. More 
schools have started subscribing 
the Daily and that reflects in the 
growth of circulation (See the 
table). Many more schools are 
enquiring about the next edition 
of Kids as Journalists project. 

Circulation Figures 

Jan - Jun 2013 -  21,49,012 copies

Jul - Dec 2013  -  22,32,585 copies

Jan - June 2014 - 23,35,000 copies

*Source: Audit Bureau of Circulation of India
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The project has created tremendous 
goodwill for Manorama among 
students, teachers and parents 
across Kerala helping us strengthen 
the brand image. 

It was also a learning experience for 
us interacting with the youngsters to 
know their tastes, interests and 
priorities

Pictures of kid editors carried in the Manorama special 
page


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

