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With „The advent calendar of the religions“ we explained to children between 6 and 12

the similarities and the differences of the five big religions in the world for supporting the

children‘s tolerance, the understanding for people from other religions and thus peace.
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What we did and why we did it

What? An „advent calendar“ is an old tradition in Germany, it‘s a kind of countdown for

children until christmas. Children open every day a window in this special calendar, where they

find a gift, chocolate or a nice picture and be pleased about it. We transformed this tradition

to a special newspaper-series on the daily children‘s page „capito“: „The advent calendar of

the religions“. Capito is the daily children‘s page of Augsburger Allgemeine. It is for children

between 6 and 12, but it‘s also read by older people. 

How exactely? Every publishing-day during the advent season 2014 we published an article

about the five big religions in the world: christianity, judaism, islam, hinduism and buddhism. 

We wrote about similarities and differences among these religions. The topics were: 

Abraham (part 1), Mohammed (2), Buddha (3), Hindu-Gods (4), what means „holy“? (5), what

do the religious signs mean? (weekend-issue 6/7), religious greetings (8), holy books (9), 

karma (10), after dead (11), monasteries, monks and nuns (12), dresscodes and clothes

(13/14), the „chiefs of the believers“ (15), sub-groups (16), fasting (17), forbidden food (18), 

funeral (19), holy places (20/21), natural religions (22), atheism (23), Jesus (24).
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What we did and why we did it

Why? With this series we wanted to foster the children‘s understanding for different religions

and cultures. We also wanted to contribute in fighting intollerance and bias. Our ideas was: If

children understand each other better and accept other religions, the world will become more

peaceful. Most of our young and mature readers are christians, so we chose this for christians

important spiritual time for talking about other religions. 

Examples
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What we did and why we did it

More examples
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Financing and partners

Financing: We financed „The advent calendar of the religions“ on our own with the budget for

the children‘s page „Capito“. Generally it did not cost much money, because the articles were

written by Lea Thies, a permanent employed editor. For illustration we chose pictures of

agencies we have contracts with for Augsburger Allgemeine in general. So we did not have to

pay extra for the pictures.    

Partners: We worked together with the expert-team of „religionen-entdecken.de“, who gave

us some advices about the certain religions. This cooperation was for free. We mentioned the

homepage every unter the article. 
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How we promoted it

We promoted „The advent calendar of the religions“ on „Capito“ in starting with an article, in 

which we announced on 29th November 2014 that the new series is coming soon. We gave in 

this article some general information about the five religions and introduced the „signs“ of

these religions. With these signs we marked all the articles of „The advent calendar of the

religions“, so the readers saw immediately which religions were highlighted. At the end of „The 

advent calendar of the religions“ we presented all the experts and published all parts of the

series online on augsburger-allgemeine.de/capito.

Print � Online �
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How it went

We have got a big readers‘ feedback – that was in our experience very unusual for a series on 

the children‘s page. Estimatedly 50 readers wrote us. For instance: 

• Teachers were contacting us and asked for the parts of „The advent calendar of the religions“ 

they had missed. Some of them were happy that we explained these religious topics in an easy 

way for children. 

• We have got a lot of postive letters to the editor, readers thanked us for the series. There

were only a few complains („how can you do such a series during advent season, write about

christianity …“) but they showed us that this series was necessary and that more tolerance is

needed.

• When children vistited us and did a tour through our company they told us, even months

later, that they liked this series and talked about it in school. 

• Parents called and mailed us and complimented us on „The advent calendar of the religions“.

• In addition to that the online-articles were clicked more than 5000 times.
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How it went

Examples of readers‘ feedback
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